
 

 
 

 
 

 

Obituary: Riël Vermunt 

 
It is with great sadness that we report the death of Riël Vermunt at the age of 80 years. Riël 
passed away peacefully on January 21, 2022, in the presence of his wife, Tonnie, and their two 
children, Françoise and Jeroen. 

Riël made a long-lasting intellectual contribution to the scientific study on social justice. His 
work includes pivotal empirical articles on the relationship between procedural justice and self-
esteem, the fair process effect, power and distributive fairness in bargaining, procedural justice 
and the self, and psychophysiological aspects of perceived justice and in/outgroup differences. 
His ideas were often novel and ahead of time. In all this, he worked together with and inspired 
many PhD students, postdocs, and more established colleagues. An incomplete list includes 
names such as Eric Blaauw, Michel Handgraaf, Gerda Koper, Melvin Lerner, Allan Lind, 
Eveline Maris, Joost Miedema, Tomas Ståhl, Herman Steensma, Kjell Törnblom, Kees van den 
Bos, Eric van Dijk, and Barbara Wisse.  

He also edited key special issues of SJR and important books in the Critical Issues on Social Jus-
tice series, such as Social Justice in Human Relations in 1991 with Herman Steensma. A noticea-
ble account of his work was published in 2014 in the seminal The Good, the Bad, and the Just. In 
this book, Riël discussed the fair allocation of social resources in original ways. His model of 
justice offers sophisticated explanations as to why, how, and to what extent people allocate social 
resources to themselves, to others, and among others in their efforts to attain justice. He also 
published many other books, including the book titled Distributive and Procedural Justice with 
Kjell Törnblom. And until the last days of his life, he was correcting the page proofs of his most 
recent book that will be published by Eburon in two months. 

Besides his outstanding scientific work, we want to emphasize that there would be no ISJR with-
out Riël Vermunt. What many people may not know is that Riël was the person who, in close co-
operation with Melvin Lerner and Herman Steensma, initiated and set up two important confer-
ences on social justice in Leiden in 1986 and 1988. This was one of the first times that scientists 
from various disciplines were invited to come together and spend some wonderful days exchang-
ing conceptual ideas and thoughts on future research. Together with a meeting organized by 
Gerold Mikula, these conferences were the first start of what later would become ISJR.  

Following these conferences, Riël organized, together with Melvin Lerner and Piet Hermkens, 
two other international conferences on social justice in Utrecht in 1990 and 1991. The founding 



 

conferences organized by Riël and others led to the solid foundation of ISJR in 1997. In organiz-
ing the conferences and setting up ISJR, Riël worked together with many others, in particular 
Piet Hermkens, Melvin Lerner, and Leo Montada. For these and other reasons, ISJR awarded 
Riël the Life-Time Achievement Award in 2014. 

 
A loving husband and father, an intrinsically motivated scientist, a very honest person, an avid 
volleyball player, and one of the most gentle and interesting persons we ever met. He will be 
dearly missed. 
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